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o you consider Innovation and
Technology an important tool to
achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and what is its impact?

D

Today there is a duality regarding the use of
technology to achieve sustainability. On the
one hand, technological and industrial
progress is seen as one of the culprits for
contemporary societies consumerism and the
waste production that goes with it. And
therefore, there are those who believe that
technology cannot be the solution to a
problem it contributed to – on the contrary,
they think that humanity should seek to limit
industrial production.
On the other hand, many governments around
the world are focusing their efforts on SDG 9
(Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure) as
one of the main drivers of change to achieve
the whole 2030 Agenda. This is because
technology is seen synergic with other Goals,
such as Goals 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy)
and 12 (Responsible Consumption and
Production). In this regard, in our opinion, it is
undeniable that technology can be one of the
most critical contributors to the SDGs, but
innovation efforts have to be redirected, and
they should be used to favour the creation
and adoption of sustainable systems of
production and consumption – such as clean
energy, non-polluting and humane farming,
water use efficiency, among other practices.
Could you provide us with an example of an
initiative for meeting the SDGs that has been
launched? And what the results were?
One interesting initiative that is ongoing is the
Local2030 hubs, which operate within the UN
System. These hubs are formed by
communities worldwide that are taking action
to territorialize the SDGs at the subnational
level. It is a significant effort because these

hubs become spaces of cooperation and
discussion where local actors share innovative
SDG actions and technology, highlighting
those that can be applied elsewhere. There
are eight existing hubs around the world. One
hub that has had exciting results is the Hawai’i
Green Growth Hub. The State of Hawaii has
been very active in implementing the SDGs in
all the archipelago, incorporating local needs
and indigenous knowledge to address the
needs and challenges of the island state.
Hawaii has shared this knowledge with other
island countries worldwide through the Global
Island Partnership, helping other island
countries adopt practices and technologies to
reach sustainability, such as the Blue Economy
– which are economic practices that
emphasize the preservation and resilience of
marine ecosystems. These spaces of
cooperation are critical to promoting the
development of innovation and technology
around the world, which is one of the targets
of Goal 17 (Partnerships for the Goals).
In 2019, the UN launched a ‘Global Pilot
Programme on Science, Technology and
Innovation for the SDGs Roadmaps’, which
was initiated in a pilot group of five
countries. This would enhance cooperation in
the field of Science, Technology and
Innovation for the SDGs between these
countries. What is your take on this project
and which countries should be incorporated
next?
This project aims to create institutional
capacity in developing countries so that they
can develop policy roadmaps to innovate
products and services that help in reaching
sustainability. In this regard, the technologies
that a country develops can include every
productive sector, such as agriculture and
mining, and services, such as financing and
tourism.
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It is important for countries to have a ‘roadmap’
based on the country's context to balance any
trade-offs that technological innovation could
produce and to promote synergies with other
Goals. This is to say: countries must take into
account the reflection we were making at the
beginning of this interview: technological
achievements can be the culprit of ecological
exploitation and modern consumption, or they
can be used to favor sustainability; it will
depend largely on how technology is conceived
through policy and where it is directed at.
We believe that such an analysis should be
performed in every country, incorporating the
private sector and civil society in the creation
of the roadmap, so that their views and
interests are included. Such efforts must be
made, regardless of whether it is carried out
within the Global Pilot Programme on Science,
Technology and Innovation for the SDGs
Roadmaps framework or other initiatives.

Many businesses and corporations worldwide
are catching up to this and are implementing
“green” practices and regulations. Moreover,
clean technology is becoming cheaper through
technical developments, making it more
available for developing countries. This
technological switch is happening in many
sectors, such as agriculture, energy, water use,
and transport – where producers and
consumers are looking to reduce their
ecological footprint. However, the key question
is if these changes will contribute to reaching
the SDGs in the remaining eight years of the
Agenda – and, beyond the SDGs, the question
remains if technology will help us mitigate
climate change and prevent all the ecological
and human catastrophes that will follow.

What is your outlook on the role of I&T in the
SDGs with an eye on the future?
We believe that Innovation and Technology will
play a critical role in how the world will develop
in the next decades. Even if technology is not
intentionally redirected through policy towards
sustainable production and consumption
patterns, the reality of climate change and
environmental degradation demands such
changes.
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