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We build 
the leaders 
the world 

needs
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Foreword

YPFP BRUSSELS, as part of a global non- profit, non-
partisan organisation, strives every day to empower 
its members and volunteers with the knowledge, 
skills, networks and exposure required to become 

change makers and the leaders of tomorrow. This year’s 
global events showed once again a constant need to 
empower young people and strengthen the community 
of young professionals in foreign policy, and beyond.  

Marking the 10th anniversary of our organization in 
Brussels, 2018 has been a special year for YPFP Brussels 
highlighting the major impact that our organization 
has had over the years on our community of young 
professionals at the heart of Europe. What started as a 
small gathering of a few friends interested in foreign policy, 
today represents one of the biggest and most influential 
platforms for debate in Brussels, gathering more than 400 
members, supported by 30 skilled volunteers.

After more than 10 years, we can confirm that our 
organization is not only a platform for engagement 
for young professionals in the capital of Europe: we 
can wholeheartedly say that it transcends this city. Our 
members come from all over the world and engage in 
debates and informal exchanges, and I am confident that 
the views acquired in Brussels with YPFP support will echo 
in their home countries too. 

In light of the global uncertainty and major challenges 
worldwide that dominated 2018, YPFP Brussels is 
proud to present you with its Annual Report, depicting 
our contribution to addressing global challenges and 
optimising opportunities for our members. This Annual 
Report aims to shed some light on our achievements and 
goals and to present you with our work, while introducing 
our team, the incredible volunteers who have dedicated 
their time and efforts to foster the next generation of 
foreign policy leaders.

To achieve our mission, in 2018 we organized 52 events in 
Brussels, for which I would like to thank each and every one 
of our speakers, partners and sponsors. Our partnerships 
with the U.S. Mission to the EU and NATO and the support 
of all our partners have left a considerable mark by greatly 
contributing to our events.

To select a few highlights: through our flagship 
“Ambassador Series” events, we were honoured by 
the presence of 10 ambassadors, who shared with us 
their countries’ plans and visions for the years to come. 
Our 40 events within our flagship series “Tools of the 
Trade”, “Briefing Series” and “Security and Defence” also 
facilitated a comprehensive approach to our mission of 
fostering the next generation of foreign policy leaders. 
Through all these events, YPFP Brussels has followed its 
guiding values of serving its members through ethical 
leadership while engaging in informed, constructive, 
nonpartisan discussion of international affairs, and of 
promoting respect, professionalism, and camaraderie 
within our community. 

We are grateful to all the speakers and members for their 
participation.

Looking towards the future, I would invite and encourage 
our members to see YPFP Brussels as your platform to 
learn and master skills and ideas, being supported by 
a worldwide community from where you can influence 
and lead the world in a new, prosperous and sustainable 
direction.

To conclude, I would like to express my sincere 
appreciation to our members, our partners and 
current and former staff members for their continued 
engagement and to each and everyone of you for your 
feedback, ideas and support. 10 years of YPFP Brussels 
represent only the beginning and we are looking forward 
to successful partnerships and constructive discussions 
in the months and years to come. 

With best regards,

 

Georgiana Dragomir 

 
Executive Director YFPF Brussels 
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Founded in 2004, YPFP Washington 
began as a small discussion group of 
friends and over the past decade has 
grown to the organization you see today. 

Washington, D.C.

YPPFY IS A GLOBAL NON-PROFIT 
ORGANISATION founded in 2004 in 
Washington DC. YPFP is proud to have 
branches and hubs all over the world, and 

is supported by a global team of 150 volunteers, 
who contribute over 55,000 hours per year.  
 

The Rome Hub officially joined the YPFP 
family in 2013. All of the board members are 
recognized leaders in their fields and have 
done a great job of establishing the first YPFP 
hub in over 5 years.

Brussels

YPFP San Francisco was founded in 
January 2015 to promote a diverse 
community of global citizens in 
the Bay Area, Silicon Valley, and 
throughout the west coast. 

YPFP Tel Aviv was created in 2013 with 
the purpose to be the “home” for all Israeli 
young professionals who have the passion 
and skills to work in the foreign policy and 
security fields in Israel.

YPFP Toronto is the only organization in Canada dedicated 
to equipping young Canadian graduates and young 
professionals with the global affairs knowledge, skills, 
exposure, and relationships they need, for continuous 
advancement over the course of their careers. 

Established In 2007, YPFP came to New York City 
where today our membership spans financial 
institutions, international organizations, 
consulting firms, media, and non-profits. 

Members of YPFP have access to grow professionally 
and to hear from foreign policy leaders in intimate 
settings. The headquarters of the organization are 
located in Washington D.C. Other YPFP locations 
include Brussels, London, New York, Puerto 
Rico, Rome, San Francisco, Tel Aviv and Toronto.
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+20,000 YPFP’s network today 
consists of over 10,000 
young professionals. 

Professionals

+80 YPFP’s membership 
now spans an overall of 
70 countries.

Countries

Brussels

YPFP  around 
the world

YPFP Brussels was established in 2008 and 
today brings together a vibrant network of 
young professionals in the capital and heart 
of Europe. 

YPFP London was established in 2006 as the second branch of the 
YPFP organisation, and has since grown into a thriving community 
of young professionals with an interest in international affairs, 
who are living and working in the UK’s capital.
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ESTABLISHED IN 2008, YPFP Brussels is 
a non-profit, non-partisan organisation 
that brings a distinctive non-partisan 
policy discussion to a vibrant network 

of young professionals in the Belgian capital. 
A strong and diverse community of members, 
drawn from public administrations, politics, 
think-tanks, business, NGOs, and graduate 
schools, join together for honest, informed and 
thoughtful discussions of international affairs. 
 
From skills workshops and panel debates to 
interviews and social media engagement, 
YPFP Brussels ensures that young professionals 
have a voice on the issues that matter.  
 
Over the years, Brussels members have had the 
opportunity to hear from high-level speakers 
including former President Barack Obama, OSCE 
Secretary General Lamberto Zannier, former 
Vice-President of the European Commission 
Kristalina Georgieva, former Chief Executive of 
the European Defence Agency Claude-France 
Arnould, former UK Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown, Daniel Costello, former NATO Secretary 
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, NATO Deputy 
Secretary General Rose Gottemoeller, and former 
United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

“YPFP Brussels brings a 
distinctive non-partisan 

policy discussion to a 
vibrant network of 

young professionals in 
the capital and heart of 

Europe.”

To foster the next generation of foreign 
policy leaders by providing young 
professionals with the skills, exposure, 
and relationships to tackle critical global 
challenges over the course of their 
careers.

MISSION

YPFP Brussels  

To be the premier global organization 
that turns ambitious, aspiring young 
professionals into innovative, inspiring, 
and impactful leaders. We build the 
foreign policy leader of the future.

VISION
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@YPFPBrussels

Feel free to connect and reach out to YPFP Brussels through our social media 
channels, or visit our website. You can subscribe to our weekly newsletter to 
stay up to date with YPFP Brussels events by emailing brussels@ypfp.org .

Contact us

YPFP is a non-profit organisation 
that is heavily reliant on its 
volunteers, partners, grants and 
sponsors. Many events would 

not be possible without the outstanding 
support of YPFP partners such as 
the U.S. Mission to the EU and NATO.   
 
YPFP has also collaborated and co-
organised events with organisations 
such as Saab, the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, the European Foundation 
for Democracy, Women in International 
Security, Quaker Council for European 
Affairs and Friends of Europe.  
 
YPFP Brussels is always on a lookout 
for mutually beneficial partnerships. 
Our reach extends to a large number 
of ambitious and successful young 
professionals interested in foreign policy; 
we can offer exposure to and dialogue 
with its next generation of leaders.

PARTNERS

YPFP Brussels is an organisation 
directed specifically at young 
professionals setting out 
on an international affairs 

career in the heart of Europe. Through 
the many programmes and networking 
events on offer, members connect 
with peers from related professional 
industries and form lasting friendships.  
 
The continuous support provided by 
the YPFP team gives ample room for 
personal and professional development. 
Members can benefit from job-relevant 
skills training, exposure to distinguished 
high-level speakers and discussions of 
the most pressing foreign policy issues.  
 
Our members come from a wide range 
of industry backgrounds and languages 
spoken. Becoming a member can be 
done online through our application 
page (https://www.ypfp.org/become-a-
member/ - choose the Brussels branch).

MEMBERS

www.youtube.com/user/
YPFPtv/ 

w w w. l i n k e d i n . c o m /
showcase/ypfp-brussels

w w w. f a ce b o o k . co m /
YPFPBrussels/
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THE COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKET-
ING TEAM works hard to promote regular 
YPFP events and activities, coordinating 
with all teams to help raise the profile of 
YPFP. Our communication service includes 
sending out a newsletter to all members 
once a week, managing social media out-
put on a daily basis through Twitter, Fa-
cebook, LinkedIn and YouTube, and man-
aging the Brussels section of the YPFP 
website. In addition to this, we have this 
year launched our own, diverse in-house 
communication activities, namely: YPFP 
Member of the Month, YPFP Brussels Pre-
sents, and the YPFP Brussels Podcast. 

Communications

Our Team

THE PROGRAMMES TEAM aims to inform, 
educate and expand the knowledge 
and expertise of YPFP members through 
events on foreign policy-related topics and 
professional trainings focused on career 
development and skills needed to succeed 
in the workplace. The Programmes Team 
works to ensure that YPFP members are 
able to attend and participate in a wide 
variety of interesting, thought-provoking 
and informative events that thematically 
cover the spectrum of foreign policy.

Programmes

THE MEMBERSHIP TEAM is dedicated 
to growing the membership base and 
ensuring a valuable experience for 
members. The Membership team handles 
all membership applications, renewals and 
queries, as well as representing YPFP at job 
fairs and trainee information sessions in 
Brussels. The team also organises regular fun 
Social events, the Foreign Policy Pub Quiz, 
and the exclusive Gala event. In addition, 
the team runs the Advisors Programme, 
YPFP’s flagship career development 
programme. The peer-to-peer nature of 
the programme forms a unique setting for 
members to develop their career goals.

Membership

THE SECURITY AND DEFENCE TEAM  
within YPFP is responsible for the 
development of the event programme 
featuring influential speakers from the 
field of security and defence to share their 
knowledge and experience with young 
professionals. We offer members events 
ranging from high-level panel discussions 
to engaging interactive workshops on 
topics such as cyber security, counter-
terrorism, strategic communications, 
gender mainstreaming and much more. 

Security & defence
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Membership

Brussels’ Staff  
Leadership Team 

• Georgiana Dragomir, Executive Director
• Katie Low, Managing Director
• Petra Chladkova, Finance Director
• Thomas Richter, Development Officer
• Nefeli Filos, Innovation Officer

Communications and Marketing

• Adrian Garcia-Esteve, Director 
• Kieran Watkins, Deputy Director
• Max Castro Antonio, Content Development Officer
• Youssef Kobo Aouriaghel, Social Media Officer 
• Kate Bae, Communications Officer
• Blair Omstrom, Communications Officer
• Raluca Murg, Communications Officer
• Sanne Biesmans, Marketing Officer

Membership team

• Lucas Lanziotti, Membership Director 
• Maria Agnese Arban, Membership Project Officer
• Sami Shammas, Membership Project Officer 
• Cristina Paca, Membership Benefits Officer 

Programmes team

• Tom Van Rooy, Programmes Director  
• Anna Costiuc, Deputy Director Programmes 

Hazel Lincy Ebenezer, Tools of the Trade Officer
• Valeria Numbela, Officer - Ambassador Series 
• Alexandra Bihain, Programmes Officer
• Adel Ramdani, Programmes Officer
• Diana De Vivo, Programmes Officer
• Franziska Krueger, Programmes Officer

Security & Defence team

• Jeoffrey Houvenaeghel, Director  
• Alicia Jensen, Deputy Director 
• Cristiana Lavinia Badulescu, Programming Officer 
• Fabian Knoerzer, Programming Officer 
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July - Her Excellency 
Ambassador Maryem van 
den Heuvel presented her 

views on the importance 
of the Belgian-Dutch 

relationship within and 
outside the EU as well as 

the Netherlands’ priorities in 
today’s global order. 

Ambassador Series: 
The Netherlands

Febuary - featured 
Charlotte Isaksson, Senior 
Gender Advisor, European 
External Action Service 
and Clare Hutchinson, 
Special Representative 
for Women, Peace and 
Security, NATO.

Mainstreaming 
Gender in Security 
and Defence Policy 
Shaping 

May- Speaker 
Mona Shair-Wolch 

of Key2Advance 
shared which facto 

rs to consider when 
embarking on a 

journey towards your  
dream job.

Tools of Trade:  
Finding a dream 

job 

We  organize various types of events every year with 
alternating topics and themes. Here are listed a few of our 
2018 highlights.

SECURITY AND DEFENCE PROGRAMME develops panels and 
workshops exploring different subject-matters ranging from counter terrorism to 
cyber defence. These events are organised with different partners such as NATO, 
SAAB, Quaker Council for European Affairs and many others. Some of the featured 
speakers included Europol Director Rob Wainwright, Mechelen Mayor Bart Somers, 
Chief Commissioner Saad Amrani and US European Command Captain Tim Newton.

THE AMBASSADOR SERIES is YPFP’s flagship event series that allows the 
membership of YPFP to interact with an Ambassador to the EU in a “fireside chat” setting to 
discuss his or her country’s relationship with Belgium, the EU, and/or NATO and examine foreign 
policy priorities in light of current events. Our previous Ambassador Series included, amongst 
others, the Ambassadors of Turkey, South Korea, Jordan, the Netherlands and Australia. 

Our Events

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2018
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November - discussion 
on how the EU can work 
with others, such as 
the private sector and 
civil society, to ensure 
that the management 
of minerals supports 
peacebuilding in the 
DRC.

Conflict Minerals: 
Europe’s role 
to promote 
peacebuilding

October - at our 
regular quiz nights 
members as well as 
non-members can test 
their foreign policy 
knowledge.

Foreign Policy Pub 
QuizSeptember - YPFP had 

the honor of having His 
Excellency Ambassador 
Justin Brown as the 
Ambassador Series speaker 
for YPFP Brussels’ 10th 
Anniversary Global Summit. 

Ambassador 
Series: Australia

July  - A screening and 
panel discussion of the 
documentary Europe 
at Sea, which showed 
a particular and often 
gruesome side of the 
refugee crisis. 

Europe at Sea: 
Documentary 
and Discussion

THE TOOLS OF THE TRADE SERIES provides YPFP members with 
practical workshops on career skills and are led by seasoned professionals willing 
to share tips and advice in their realms of expertise. As another of Programmes’ 
flagship series, Tools of the Trade Series events are held once per month.
 

As part of our SOCIAL EVENTS YPFP members and friends are invited for after-
work drinks in local bars. These events give members a chance to network, and allow 
prospective members to know more about our organization and the benefits of joining it.

THE FOREIGN POLICY PUB QUIZ is one of our most popular 
event series, the pub quiz attracts over 20 teams, consisting of over 100 
people. Participants are challenged in various categories, from current events, 
to geography and history. Small prizes are given out to the winning team. 

THE ADVISORS PROGRAMME is YPFP’s flagship career development 
initiative intended to connect like-minded people at different stages in their career. 
Dedicated, accomplished individuals are paired up with motivated young professionals 
at an earlier stage in their career. What makes the programme different is its peer-focused 
development focus, so advisees can learn from a fellow young professional in Brussels.
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Coinciding with the 10th anniversary of its establishment 
in 2008, YPFP organised  a three day Global Summit which 
consisted of learning, sharing and debating issues related 
to foreign policy. The YPFP Global Summit aimed to further 

develop the YPFP global community by endeavouring to expand its 
network and international reach, strengthening the U.S.-EU bonds that 
YPFP Brussels shares with other YPFP branches. YPFP members from 
different branches and Hubs were present. 

YPFP Global Summit: Youth        Transatlantic Relations
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YPFP Global Summit: Youth        Transatlantic Relations

Participants were able to visit the NATO HQ, European 
Parliament, Parlamentarium, House of European History, 
and European Council and attend YPFP Brussels Welcome 
Reception, the Ambassador Series: Australia event, and the 

highlight of the Summit -  YPFP’s 10th Anniversary Gala. The keynote 
speaker was NATO Deputy Secretary General Rose Gottemoeller, a 
supporter of YPFP Brussels’ work. Special thanks are due to the U.S. 
Mission to the European Union for their support. 
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This was 2018

10 January
Journalism and Truth in the 
Time of Fake News
18 January 
Social event
30 January
The Benelux Union: A 
Laboratory for European 
Integration

23 April
Film Screening: “Last Men in 
Aleppo”

24 April
Foreign Policy Pub Quiz

8 May
 Tools of the Trade - Finding 
the Dream Job

27 May
 VoteBrussels: How and why 
to vote in the Brussels local 
elections

30 May 
Discussion Group - Race for 
the Arctic - Will the recent 
developments in the Arctic 
lead to a new Russian 
military playground ?

June
6 June
The Role of Media as a 
Peacebuilding Tool in Syria

11 June
Job fair: ‘What’s up 
in Brussels’/Hessen 
Representation

21 June
Schuman Job Fair

May 

6 March: Social Event

13 March 
Burst Your Bubble: 
Integration and Security in 
Brussels

14 March
From Disinformation to 
Cognitive Hacking: The 
Evolution of Russian 
Influence Operations

23 March
 YPFP Advisers’ Programme

26 March
Ambassador Series: The 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan

27 March
Briefing Series: Brexit, the 
Neverendum, and the fate 
of the European Project. A 
discussion with Sir Graham 
Watson.

April
10 April - Social Event

17 April
Discussion Group: How will 
Relations Between Russia 
and the West (de)Evolve? 

18 April
Ambassador Series: Federal 
Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia

1 February
Mainstreaming Gender in 
Security and Defence Policy 
Shaping
12 February
Ambassador Series: Republic 
of Korea
13 February
Foreign Policy Pub Quiz

5 March
Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
From Post-Conflict 
Reconstruction to EU 
Integration

January

February

March
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26 June
Understanding the Power 
of Perception: Shaping the 
Information Battlefield

27 June: Social Event

July
5 July
Tools of the Trade - 
Entrepreneurship, Creativity 
and Building your Brand
9 July
Europe at Sea: Documentary 
and Discussion
12 July 
Terrorism and 
Radicalisation Series: 
Counter-Terrorism 
Workshop 
16 July 
Ambassador Series: 
Kingdom of the 
Netherlands
17 July 
Venezuela in Crisis: A 
Screening and Discussion 
of La Soledad 

August
5 August 
YPFP Policy Picnic: Brazil - 
Presidential Election

21 August
 YPFP Policy Picnic: Let’s talk 
about transatlantic relations
29 August
 YPFP Policy Picnic: Ukraine 
and its European Future. 

November
12  November 
Gender Mainstreaming and 
Integration Workshop
15 November 
Conflict Minerals: 
Europe’s role to promote 
peacebuilding in the DRC
22 November 
Military Schengen: Going 
the Distance
27 November 
Youth engagement in 
peace building & conflict 
prevention
29 November 
Action and reaction in 
Nordic security policy
 

December
3 December 
Innovation and Artificial 
Intelligence in the Digital 
Age
6 December 
Intelligence collection 
and sharing - from 
lessons learned to future 
perspectives

12 December  
Christmas social

September
10 September
 SAAB/YPFP Workshop: 
How do we get to a smart 
and innovative market for 
defence?
20 September 
Ambassador Series: Taiwan 
(ROC)
28 September 
YPFP Global Summit + Gala

October
9 October
Tools of the Trade Series: 
Speech Writing

16 October 
Foreign Policy Pub Quiz

24 October 
Hamas, Hezobollah, ISIS: 
Non State Armed Groups in 
power

30 October
The Rise of Illiberalism: 
Geopolitics in Europe.
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Find out more at
www.ypfp.org/brussels


